Rick McQueen says to  (13:00:02):Good afternoon Justin, thanks for joining us.

deemsp says to  (13:00:27):hi

Justin says to  (13:00:27):No problem, seen the chat on facebook and thought it would be interesting

deemsp says to  (13:00:43): i got a really good question

CAKadmin says (12:59:56):ok, ask away

Justin says to  (13:01:18): I also have a question, how is the CAK 2018 coming along?

deemsp says to  (13:01:29):

i am from akron canton area and usually fly quite a few times a year to n from home

deemsp says to  (13:01:49): i find it rotten to see tickets through the holidays so expensive we don't fly

Rick McQueen says to  (13:02:02): Welcome Dee what would you like to know?

deemsp says to  (13:02:27): and i have seen tickets more expensive flying from fort myers to cak then flying cak to rsw

deemsp says to  (13:02:35): why?

Ray says to  (13:03:55): I would like to see 2 nonstop flights on AirTran from Tampa. One in the morning and another in the evening would be great. There is only 1 nostop flight per day.

Rick McQueen says to  (13:06:19): Travel during the holidays is always a peak period for the air carriers. If you don't make reservations far in advance some of the lower fares sell out, leaving only higher fares.

deemsp says to  (13:07:45): i plan on coming home for the hall of fame can't wait your airport is really looking nice and love flying into there

deemsp says to  (13:08:02):

Rick McQueen says to  (13:08:10): Also during peak demand times the airlines don't offer really low fares because they are usually full.

Justin says to  (13:08:17): Rick, How is the CAK 2018 project coming along, what phase of the prject are you guys in?

Justin says to  (13:08:49):

Rick McQueen says to  (13:09:56): Deemsp, we will look into the fare discrepancy but that is really an airline decision.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:10:32): I have a few questions (After Justin's are addressed)

CAKadmin says (13:11:02): Sounds good AirCanada. Rick will answer Justin's question, then Ray's and then yours.

Rick McQueen says to  (13:12:16): Justin, CAK 2018 is moving along. We will be finishing the runway project this year. The ARFF facility is designed and scheduled for funding in 2011, and we are planning to design the screening checkpoint this year.

Ray says to  (13:12:25): I would like to see 2 nonstop flights on AirTran from Tampa. One in the morning and another in the evening would be great.There is only 1 nostop flight per day.

Rick McQueen says to  (13:12:37): ARFF = Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Facility

Rick McQueen says to  (13:14:49): Ray, thanks for the question. We are always working with our carriers to enhance our air service. Your comments are helpful as we work through the process. Two a day would be a better pattern!

dimoko says to  (13:15:11): Hi Rick, glad you are back for another chat.  Have you ever talked with JetBlue about service to CAK?

CAKadmin says (13:14:46):

AirCanada, did you have a question?

AirCanada881 says to  (13:16:02):yes

Ray says to  (13:16:19): Thanks for looking into the possibility. Those layovers in Atlanta would be avoided.

Rick McQueen says to  (13:20:41):

We talk to many carriers and JetBlue is one of them. JetBlue is a great airline but right now we low fares to New York and BOS which are likely JetBlue markets. We will keep the dialogue open.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:20:49): Question 1 : Is the New Customs and Border Patrol Facility designed to accommodate passengers from Canada, Mexico and the Carribean or other destinations, or all of the above excluding Canada (The airports I see Akron receiving traffic from all have US cust

AirCanada881 says to  (13:20:55): US customs  preclearance facilities) With such a projetc under way, is this a sign of one or more intl destinations coming to CAK and if yes, what destinations would we be looking at ?

Rick McQueen says to  (13:23:23): That would be the idea. One thing for sure is that we can't look internationally without one. Potential destinations would be Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:23:55):Thank you or the answer, appreciate it.

Justin says to  (13:24:51): With you airport expanding in the next few years, I noticed you guys are xapnding the new terminal and ticketwings, are you guys in negotiations to bring in more airlines at this moment or is this if so, which ones might possibly be coming to CAK in the future

just to accommodate the already existing airlines

Rick McQueen says to  (13:25:01): AirCan, you are welcome!

KCJetSetter says to  (13:27:34): The US Airways nonstop service between CAK and Washington DC is sneaking up on its 1 yr anniversary.  How has that route performed in its first year?  Any hope for larger jets or another frequency?

AirCanada881 says to  (13:28:36): That's a great question!

Rick McQueen says to  (13:29:04): Justin, we are always talking with airlines - that is part of our mission. The expansions will be for both our current carriers and potential new ones. We need to be in a position to take advantage of any opportunities that come our way.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:29:10): That's a great question!

KCJetSetter says to  (13:33:03):

Has work on the runway 5/23 extension project continued through the winter or was construction halted until spring?

Rick McQueen says to  (13:34:24): KC you are correct, one year January 25th. We are happy with the success of the route. With limited slots available in DC, another flight will be tough to obtain. However we are always looking for the opportunity!

AirCanada881 says to  (13:34:32): In the next 20-30 years, CAK will have expanded quite a bit… Is there a cap on the projected expansion plans ? In other words, would CAK becoming as large or larger than Hokins Intl be a viable option or will it always remain a somwhat regional airport due to either space limitation or insufficient demand ?

deemsp says to  (13:39:55): ok rick i want to know how come air tran don't have non stop all year round to fort myers. why do they have 2 or 3 or even 4 stops only available alot of wasted time

Rick McQueen says to  (13:40:48): The FAA will only allow us to look out 20 years, but we do have some ideas further into the future. We have more land than CLE, so we do have the room to expand. We feel that NE Ohio is best served by two strong airports as the region grows.

KCJetSetter says to  (13:40:59): Has work on the runway 5/23 extension project continued through the winter or was construction halted until spring?

Rick McQueen says to  (13:44:51): KC, the work on the runway has been suspended for the winter. Design work has continued and we are out to bid for the last phase of construction, planned for this summer. Scheduled commissioning of the runway is in November.

Rick McQueen says to  (13:49:23): Great question. We have been building the Fort Myers market over the past couple of years. With the growing community support we hope to make it a year round destination. In the mean time you can 1 - stop through ATL.

Justin says to  (13:49:35): I'm a college student looking into getting into the airline industry, more specifically business/ground operations, what would you recommend someone like me looking to get started look for entry level work with a business management degree

Justin says to  (13:49:43): as well does CAK have any sort of internship programs

Rick McQueen says to  (13:52:57): We have had interns in the past, if you are interested please forward a resume to us for consideration. You may want to look into the AAAE student chapter for help in starting your career.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:53:09): Does the idea of CAK receiving scheduled European traffic from planes equal or larger to the size of the Boeing 787 sound feasable within 20 years? I know CLE gets limited European trafic already so I'm just wondering if CAK would get some one day

CAKadmin says (13:53:10):

We have closed the question window. Rick is answering a final question from AirCanada.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:55:04): Working for an airport is extremly rewarding, I got the chance to do airport operations at an international airport in 2007, it was awesome, sadly today's economy makes it hard for us young adults to get into this fascinating business.

AirCanada881 says to  (13:56:33): Thank you for hosting these events, CAK has been a pioneer in many aspects when it comes to using social media to benefit both the airport and its users, keep up the great work! Kudos from Paris :-)

AirCanada881 says to  (13:56:43):

Thank you for hosting these events, CAK has been a pioneer in many aspects when it comes to using social media to benefit both the airport and its users, keep up the great work! Kudos from Paris :-)

Justin says to  (13:57:07): Thanks aircanada, my uncle was a pilot for continental so I've been fortunate to learn some things about the airline industry, hopefully the economy will turn around soon!

deemsp says to  (13:58:20):

hi kudos nice to meet you peggy from florida here

AirCanada881 says to  (13:58:21):

Jstin add me on Facebook if you want, we can discuss the airline industry together (canadianwave@yahoo.ca)

deemsp says to  (13:58:34):but was from akron canton hometown

AirCanada881 says to  (13:58:40):nice to meet y'all!

Justin says to  (13:59:00):Thanks from massillon!

deemsp says to  (14:00:45): ty rick and cak president for your time

deemsp says to  (14:01:06):bye

Rick McQueen says to  (14:01:11): European service is really hard to obtain, and our runways are not currently long enoughto support this type of service. Our initial focus will be on building Canada, Mexico and Caribbean service. Who knows what will be next? Never say never.

Rick McQueen says to  (14:02:14): That's all for this month. Please join me next month, I appreciate your questions. Thanks for supporting CAK!

Justin says to  (14:02:41):Thanks rick!

